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ADOPTED BY COUNCIL: [DATE TO BE COMPLETED BY GOVERNANCE] 

1. PURPOSE 

To ensure: 

 the allocation, production, publication and usage of address data is timely and supports public and 
operational safety for emergency response, and for transport, communication and mail services; and 

 the selection and application of road names and place names complies with current legislation, policies and 
guidelines. 

2. APPLICATION 

This policy applies to Council representatives, residents, businesses, applicants or developers involved in site 
addressing, road and place naming within Armidale Regional local government area. 

3. POLICY INTENT 

This Policy will replace Armidale Dumaresq Council’s POLO71 - Regulatory - Local Road and Place Naming Policy. 

We recognise accurate addressing is important to emergency services, commercial activities and to assist in 
identifying management. 

We will comply with the Geographical Names Board’s addressing, naming policies and guidelines to ensure 
logical, unique, authoritative, geocoded site addressing. 

We will ensure future site addressing is relevant by providing a range of pre-determined options and by 
consulting with affected and interested parties. 

Definitions: 

AUM NSW Addressing User Manual 

Address Either: 

 a string of data which contains minimum components defined in the NSW Addressing 
User Manual (AUM) Chapter 4 - Section 4.5 - Core Address Components 

 a location referencing tool that describes a geographical point accessed via the road 
network of NSW (including pathways and waterways). 

Address Locality A Locality is a named geographical area with defined boundaries which represents a 
community or area of interest and may be rural or urban in character (where urban it is 
usually known as a Suburb) (see Appendix 2). 

Council 
Representative 

Councillors, contractors, consultants, employees, volunteers, delegates of Council and 
members of Council committees who represent or act on behalf of Armidale Regional 
Council. 

GNB Geographical Names Board of NSW 

Place Any geographical or topographical feature or any area, district, division, locality, region, 
city, town, village, settlement or railway station or any other place within the territories 
and waters of NSW, but does not include any road, any area or area of operations of a 
county council, any electoral district under the Parliamentary Electorates and Elections 
Act 1912, any school or place or place within a class of places. 
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Site Addressing Includes the naming of suburbs, public and private roads and places (including parks, 
reserves and facilities) as well as the assignment of numbering for dwellings or other site 
structures. 

Road Any type of thoroughfare eg roads, lanes, pathways the responsibility of Armidale 
Regional Council. 

We, us, our Armidale Regional Council 

4. COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVES 

 Operational Plan - L3 Organisational Health 
o L3.3 Council utilises appropriate data management systems to support service delivery and effective 

decision making; and maintenance of region-wide property, postal address and valuation data. 

 Community Strategic Plan 2017-2027  

o Environment and Infrastructure - Community Outcome 1  
o Leadership for the Region - Community Outcomes 1 & 2 
o Growth, prosperity and economic development - Community Outcome 1 

 Delivery Program 2018-2022 
o Growth, Prosperity & Economic Development - G1.1 - G1.4 
o Environment & Infrastructure - E1.3, E3.1, E4.1 
o Leadership for the Region - L3.3, L4.2 

5. POLICY 

Local Government is the authority to name local roads, places and allocate street addressing. A valid Council 

supplied address is important because it allows for a range of services to be provided to a property (NBN, 

phone, internet, postal services, gas, electricity, emergency services).  The GNB expects Local Government to 

pursue conformant numbering and ensure property owners/residents/businesses display allocated road 

addressing. 

The NSW Government is rolling out a Whole of Government Addressing Management System - this means any 

time you want to use a Government service you will be required to use a Council supplied address as part of the 

identification process. 

The main objectives of this Policy are: 

 that property addressing complies with relevant Australian Standards and guidelines; 

 to ensure that local place naming complies with relevant legislation, policy and guidelines; 

 to ensure road names and property addressing does not risk public and operational safety, or cause 
confusion for emergency response, transport access, communication and mail services; 

 to provide a consistent approach to property addressing, local road and place naming; 

 to promote the selection of road and place names that have local indigenous, historical, community, 
botanical or zoological associations; 

 to provide the local community and developers with information on Council's requirements for road and 
place naming. 

Geographical Names Board guidelines 

The Geographical Names Board’s NSW Addressing User Manual outlines the Geographical Names Board (GNB) 

and NSW Spatial Services policy, principles, processes and procedures for addressing in NSW.  It covers: 

 road names (private and public) 
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 re-naming of roads 

 assignment of address numbers 

 development and subdivision address processes 

 complex site addressing (educational facilities, caravan parks, retirement villages) 

 creation of new or amended locality boundaries  

The GNB Place naming policy covers: 

 universal naming principles for the language, form and character of names 

 clear and unambiguous naming  

 the use of commemorative names  

 duplication of names  

 the place naming process  

 recognition and use of Aboriginal names  

 recognition of multicultural names 

 naming of infrastructure  
Ensuring Names are Unique and Relevant 

We will maintain a Register of Pre-Endorsed Names (Register) (See Attachment 2) of unique and relevant names 

for use in future naming proposals.   

Applications for additions to the Register should provide detailed information on the derivation of the proposed 

name and reasons for its inclusion.   Requests will be reviewed, placed on public exhibition and a report to 

Council for endorsement once per Council term (currently four years).   

5.1 Localities (Suburbs) 

Existing names of Localities must be used in all new subdivisions (see Locality Maps on the last two pages of this 

Policy). 

The association to ‘estate’ names will not be recognised. 

On receipt of a request for a replacement of a Locality name we will ensure the name is relevant and provide 

nearby and affected residents the opportunity to comment on options.  We will place the replacement Locality 

proposal on public exhibition and report to Council before the proposal is submitted to the GNB for 

consideration. 

5.2 Roads 

5.2.1 New Roads 

Developers can use a name/s from the Register of Pre-endorsed Road/Place Names.  Alternatively, a Developer 

can submit a road name suggestion for consideration, which requires a separate report to Council and public 

exhibition period prior to submission to the GNB for approval.  

Any costs associated with a road naming proposal (administration, advertising, signage and installation) will be 

borne by the applicant/developer. 
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5.2 Roads cont 

5.2.2 Renaming Existing Roads 

From time to time we may need to rename roads or parts of a road due to construction, development or to 

ensure clear and unambiguous addressing (AUM Chapters 6.7.4 and 6.7.9).  We will write to and consult with 

the property owners/residents where their address is affected, offer a road name from the Register of Pre-

endorsed Road/Place Names (Appendix 1) and provide advice on naming options from the guidelines.   

A report will be sent to Council and the preferred road name proposal placed on pubic exhibition before it is 

sent to the GNB for approval. 

Any costs associated with a road naming proposal (administration, advertising, signage and installation) will be 

borne by the applicant/developer. 

5.2.3 Private Roads 

The naming of private roads will follow the same process as public roads.  Private roads will be identified by an 

additional slide-on ‘private road’ sign underneath the blade of the standard street sign.  

Any costs associated with a road naming proposal (administration, advertising, signage and installation) will be 

borne by the applicant/developer. 

5.3 Places 

The scope for the use of place names is broad but generally applies to the naming of parks, reserves or facilities. 

The Register of Pre-endorsed Road/Place Names (Attachment 2) will be maintained as a list of proposed and 

relevant place names for use in place naming proposals.  Suggested place names, not on the Register, must 

meet the criteria of the GNB Place Naming Policy. 

The preferred option will be placed on public exhibition before being sent to the GNB for consideration. 

Any costs associated with a naming proposal (administration, advertising, signage and installation) will be borne 

by the applicant/developer. 

 

6. LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

In determining the NSW Address Policy and User Manual, the GNB has used the following Acts, Regulation, 

Legislation and Policies when referencing the components of addressing:  

 Surveying and Spatial Information Act;   Roads Regulation; Geographical Names Act;   Geographical Names 

Board Guidelines;   Environmental Planning & Assessment Act;   Residential Parks Act;   Registrar General and 

Surveyor General directions;   State Environmental Planning Policy;   Australian Standards (AS4590 & AS4819);  

 SEPP (Affordable Rental Housing);   Conveyancing Act; Roads Act;   Housing Act;   NSW Standard for 

Spatially Enabling Information; and    National Address Management Framework. 

In addition to the NSW Address Policy and User Manual Council also uses: 

 Local Government Act 1993;   Local Government (General) Regulation 2005;   GNB Place Naming Policy. 
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7. REVIEW 

This Policy will be reviewed every two years from the date of each adoption of the policy, or more frequently as 

required.   

The GNB reviews the NSW Address Policy and User Manual yearly in October. 

 

8. REPORTING 

There are no annual reporting requirements for this Policy.  

9. RESPONSIBLE OFFICERS 

- Maintaining Pathway Property - Property Addressing & NAR Officer 

- Road and Place Name Register - Administrative Assistant Development & Regulatory Services / Property 

Addressing & NAR Officer 

- Keeping the Policy current - Property Addressing & NAR Officer  

- Investigating breaches and enforcing compliance - Development, Regulatory and Property Addressing 

Officers 

- Implementing - Development, Regulatory and Property Addressing Officers 

10. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Responsibilities of: 

- Staff, Managers, Directors and Organisation - to inform applicants, developers and community of its 

relevance and adherence to the Policy; to direct enquiries to the responsible officers for clarification and 

advice. 

- Councillors - to adhere to the Policy and inform the community of its relevance; to direct enquiries to the 

responsible officers for clarification and advice. 

11. RELATED PROCEDURES 

 GNB - Addressing Processes - Chapter 8 NSW Address Policy and User Manual 

 ARC - Acceptance and Assessment of Applications Policy  

 ARC - Pathway Name & Address (NAR) - Amendments to Name, Postal Address, Communication & 

Information Details Policy  

 ARC Community Engagement Policy  
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APPROVAL AND REVIEW 

Responsible Business Units  Development & Regulatory Services (Road & Place Naming) 

 Governance, People & Systems 

Responsible Officers  John Goodall (Coordinator Development) 

 Donna Doughan (Administration Assistant, Development & 
Regulatory Services) 

 Kylie Steel (Property Addressing & NAR Officer, Knowledge) 

 Sam Burns (GIS Officer, Knowledge) 

Date/s adopted Council Executive Council 

[updated by policy owner] [DD Mmmm YYYY] 

Date/s of previous adoptions Interim Policy - 24 January 1995 
Armidale City Council Policy - 24 June 1996 
Armidale Dumaresq Council - November 2008 
Armidale Dumaresq Council -  June 2009 (review) 
Armidale Dumaresq Council - May 2013 (updated formatting) 
Armidale Dumaresq Council - September 2015 (Revised GNB Policy) 
Armidale Regional Council - February 2021 (inclusion of GNB AUM & 
Policies) 

Date of next review [Two years from last adoption]  

TRIM Reference AINT/2021/04528 
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APPENDIX 1 - Locality Boundaries within Armidale Regional Local Government Area  

Next two pages contain: 

 Western side of Armidale Regional Council Local Government area; and 

 

 Eastern side of Armidale Regional Council Local Government area. 
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Western side of Armidale Regional Council Local Government area 
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Eastern side of Armidale Regional Council Local Government area 
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APPROVED BY: [MANAGER/DIRECTOR] DATE: [DATE ADOPTED] 

1. CONTEXT 

List of Council pre-endorsed road and places names. 

2. PARENT POLICY 

To be read in conjunction with POL071 - Property Addressing and Naming our Roads and Places Policy 
(Adopted TBC 2021). 
 

Aboriginal Names 

NAME MEANING PRONUNCIATION 

Argunna Boomerang ar-gunn-a 

Arribunna hail ah-ri-bun-na 

Bilunnya bird (gen) bi-lunn-ya 

Doonba apple tree doon-ba 

Doonboora grass tree doon-boo-ra 

Girunba ironbark gi-run-ba 

Igana snow ee-gah-na 

Indabaiyee uphill in-da-bai-yee 

Indaralla totem of medicine man in-da-rahl-la 

Jaringa plover jah-ring-ga 

Jumbunna crab jum-bunna 

Jundja moon jun-dja 

Juwoola swan dju-woo-la 

Lamala wallaroo la-ma-la 

Lawunnya koala la-wunn-ya 

Lumburra eaglehawk lum-burra 

Oowinba mountain ash oo-win-ba 

Ramana flying fox re-mahn-na 

Rilwinoo curlew ril-win-oo 

Riwilla forest oak re-willa 

Aboriginal Names (cont) 

NAME MEANING PRONUNCIATION 

Rujala goanna (black) roo-jah-la 

Wirra turtle (stinking) wi-ra 
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Wooyara pelican woo-ya-ra 

Yimbunnga parakeet yim-bung-ga 

Yirrbadja white cockatoo yirr-bah-dja 

 

Architects, Surveyors and Builders Names 

NAME  DERIVATION  NOTES 

Barnet James BARNET Architect. Supervising architect for Armidale 
Court House portico and Post Office, Lands 
Office. 

Blackett Cyril BLACKETT Architect and designer of The Armidale School 
Chapel. 

Gorman John Valentine GORMAN Early district surveyor. Gorman was appointed 
an assistant surveyor in the Department of the 
Surveyor General on 26 March 1839. He 
surveyed the town of Armidale in 1849. 

Hennessy John HENNESSY, Architect Designer of Cathedral of St. Mary and St. 
Joseph. 

Lee William Henderson LEE Architect and designer of many notable 
Armidale buildings, including "Akaroa" (NEGS), 
the St. Mary's Anglican church, Bandstand 
Rotunda in Central Park. 

Magoffin Reg MAGOFFIN Architect. Practised in Armidale 1957-1984. The 
Armidale School architect. 

Sulman Sir John SULMAN,  Architect and designer of Main Building at The 
Armidale School. 

The Sulman Prize was established as a bequest 
in honour of Sir John Sulman and is run 
concurrently with the Archibald and Wynn Prizes 
at the Art Gallery of NSW. The Sulman Prize is 
awarded for the best subject painting, genre 
painting or mural project by an Australian artist. 

 

Educational/Cultural Association Names  

Booth Edgar Harold BOOTH Former Warden of New England University 
College, 1938-45. 

Belshaw James Pilkington BELSHAW Former Deputy Warden of New England 
University College, 1945-54. 

Howie Duncan HOWIE Chairman of Board of Studies of New England 
University College, for three terms of office 
between 1944 and 1952. 

Kitto Rt. Hon. Sir Frank Walters KITTO Chancellor of University of New England, 1970-
81. 

Educational/Cultural Association Names (cont) 

McIntyre William McINTYRE Inspector of schools for Northern District in 
1860's and 70's. 

Musgrove S MUSGROVE Lecturer in faculty of Arts and Economics, New 
England University College, 1940. 

O'Farrell Anthony Frederick Lewis O'FARRELL Chairman of Board of Studies of New England 
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University College, 1952-54. 

 

Miscellaneous Historical Names 

Arran ARRAN Cottage, local heritage item; 
local property name with Scottish 
origins, like Armidale. 

 

Belfield Vere E Dumaresq Shire President 1919, 1921-1922 

Caledonian Name of former Armidale Hotel  

Craigie Walter and Elizabeth Farmers and newspaper proprietors. Walter 
Craigie founded the Armidale Express in 1856. 

Croft Hugh M Dumaresq Shire President 1908-1909 

Crough  Family were hotel keepers in Hillgrove and 
Metz. Conducted Royal Mail Service from 
Hillgrove to Armidale, later graziers. 

Fooks William B Dumaresq Shire President 1951-1956 

Hipgrave William William Hipgrave co- founded the Armidale 
Express in 1856 

Hiscox William Dumaresq Shire President 1907 

Lane Herbert W Dumaresq Shire President 1914-1915. 

McMahon Hugh McMAHON Bandmaster of Champion Brass band, a 
resident of the former Dumaresq Shire.  

Mallam  Henry Guy MALLAM Chemist and local businessman who came to 
Armidale in 1864. Built property now known as 
“Mallam House” at 94 Rusden Street. 

Moses Barnett Aaron MOSES Arrived in Armidale in 1866 and established a 
successful boot making and tanning business. 

Scarf Reuben F SCARF Draper, Hillgrove, 1890’s -1920. 

Smythe  Smythe Brothers were butchers and also 
conducted moving films in the district. 

Sullings Samuel SULLINGS Hotel keeper at Hillgrove, died 1919. 

Tonkin Henry TONKIN Principal of Hillgrove Public School, 1888-1910. 

Wellington Name of former Armidale Hotel  

 

Medical Association Names  

Austin Robert AUSTIN Armidale G.P. Austin College at UNE named in 
his honour. Served as a Captain in World War I. 

Brydon Adam Gordon BRYDON Armidale G.P. Served in World War I. 

Sheldon William SHELDON Highly respected G.P. in Armidale, 1874-1906. 

Spasshatt Samuel Peone SPASSHATT Armidale G.P. 1831 - 1874. Original owner of 
"Arran Cottage", 133 Dangar Street. 

Religious Association Names 

Gatti  Brother Francis GATTI Capuchin monk involved in the design and 
Planning of Central Park from 1882. Also 
involved in the design of West End (now 
Lambert) Park and the Armidale Cemetery. 

Hungerford Rev. Septimus HUNGERFORD,  Clergyman, Vicar of Parish (later diocese)of 
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Armidale 1854-1875. 

Mayne Rev. Thomas MAYNE Armidale's first Wesleyan Minister, 1860-1863. 

O'Mahony Bishop Timothy O'MAHONY First Roman Catholic Bishop of Armidale. 

 

Vietnam Veteran Names  

All Vietnam Veteran names have been used. 

World War I - Ex-Servicemen Names 

Blomfield Cecil Valentine BLOMFIELD Local grazier, killed in action at the Somme, 31-
8-1918 

Cheney Albert Leslie CHENEY Local engineer, killed in action at 
Passchendaele, 18-10-1917 

Geldard William Henry GELDARD Born in Armidale Worked in his father's retail 
business, killed in action near Fromelles, 20-7-
1916 

Goswell Victor Herbert GOSWELL Local Draper, killed in action at Flers, 15-11-
1916 

Hay Charles Norman Edward HAY Local farm labourer, died of wounds in France, 
29-4-1917 

McRae Roderick Donald McRAE  Local farmer and grazier, killed in action near 
Armentieres, 13-12-1916 

Maunsell Allan Richard Livingstone MAUNSELL Local Clerk and Elocutionist, died of wounds at 
Pozieres, 28-7-1916 

Morgan William Marshall MORGAN Local Accountant, killed in action at Gallipoli, 20-
5-1915. Also family of shopkeepers and graziers 
in Dumaresq Shire area. 

 

World War I - Ex-Servicemen Names (cont) 

Mullen Dennis MULLEN Local grazier, died at Beersheba, Palestine, 3-
11-1917 

Price John Thomas Reinsford PRICE Local farmer, killed in action at Hangard Wood, 
France, 30-3-1918 

Sweeney John Terence SWEENEY Local saddler, died of wounds, France, 3-9-1918 

Wharton Harry Hopetoun WHARTON Railway Employee and Public School Teacher, 
died of wounds at sea after taking part in 
landing at Gallipoli, 30-4-1915 
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World War II- Ex-Servicemen Names 

Allardyce R ALLARDYCE Shot in Singapore, 15-2-1942 

Andrews Jack Clifford ANDREWS Ground accident at Trangi, 5-4-1941 

Beatty I S BEATTY  

Behrend Ronald Frederick BEHREND Executed as Prisoner of War, 19-2-1942 

Carter Leo Gabriel CARTER Air accident in Egypt, 4-5-1943 

Chant J H CHANT  

Cherry L CHERRY  

Cleary Leo Stanley Thomas CLEARY Illness as Prisoner of War, Noetsu, Japan, 5-11-
1943 

Clutterbuck A CLUTTERBUCK  

Collins Albert Thomas COLLINS  

Coomber S R COOMBER  

Cooper Arthur Lindon COOPER Killed at sea as Prisoner of War, 12-9-1944 

Cope G COPE Illness in Borneo, 27-3-1945 

Crossman Alan Byron CROSSMAN Cholera on the Burma Railway, 16-10-1943 

Curry T CURRY  

Day John C DAY  

Fenton Ronald Franklin FENTON Killed in Action, Bournemouth, 23-5-1943 

Flynn Austin FLYNN Missing in Action over Duisberg, 21-2-1945 

Gallagher Francis Alexander K GALLAGHER Presumed dead in flying battle, Germany, 21-1-
1943 

Gelvick C W GELVICK  

Hockey Gordon John Robert HOCKEY Killed in aircraft accident, Townsville, 7-9-1943 

Hollis L J HOLLIS  

Hooker Allen HOOKER Presumed dead in raid over Europe (Date 
unknown) 

Kay C KAY  

Kicher G, S & W H KICHER  

Lauder John Alexander (Jack) LAUDER  

Lennon W J LENNON  

Lewis Eric Raymond LEWIS Killed in Action in Egypt, 22-5-1941 

Lovegrove D LOVEGROVE  

McGlade Mary Eleanor McGLADE Killed on Banka Island, 16-2-1942 

McGlynn Leonard Wallace McGLYNN Died in Australia, 1-2-1947 

McLachlan A McLACHLAN  

Maguire James MAGUIRE Flying Battle over Germany, 2-2-1945 

Mortimer R MORTIMER  

Moxon M C MOXON  

O’Halloran Wallace James O’HALLORAN Accidentally drowned in New Guinea, 30-9-1943 

Patston Vincent John (Jack) PATSTON Flying Battle off England, 20-5-1943 

Reid Raymond Thomas REID Middle East, 2-6-1941 
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World War II- Ex-Servicemen Names (cont) 

Rooke Clifford Aubrey ROOKE Killed in action in the Middle East, 27-6-1941 

Sauer Gladys M SAUER Fell from a swing, Rodd Island, Sydney, 24-12-
1944 

Scotton William Burnett SCOTTON Accidentally at Meredith, Victoria, 21-3-1942 

Smoother C SMOOTHER  

Tibbs William Bramwell TIBBS Air crash in Queensland, 19-12-1943 

Varley W G VARLEY  

Veale Neville James Ninnes VEALE Flying Battle over Italy, 24-9-1943 

Walker Alan WALKER Killed in action in New Guinea, 7-5-1942 

Wallace J W WALLACE Presumed dead in Malaya, 15-2-1942 

Webster R W WEBSTER  
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Malpas Dam Upgrade Assessment 

Executive Summary 

A detailed analysis by NSW Public Works Advisory has determined that the most economic 
and technically feasible option for increasing of the full storage level of Malpas Reservoir 
from 12.2GL to 27.6GL1 by raising the spillway overflow weir by 6.49 metres. Whilst this will 
not provide the full secure yield required over the full 30 year time frame it will significantly 
increase the available stored volume, meet current and future demand under historic 
climate, meet current demand under climate change condition and add sufficient capacity to 
accept pumped inputs from as yet to be determined catchments. 

The preliminary cost estimate for this work is $25.8 million including all ongoing investigation 
and design costs.  However, it should be emphasised that this cost is an initial estimate 
which includes a 40% contingency as normally recommended at this stage.  A more 
accurate figure will be presented on conclusion of the preliminary design, currently estimated 
to be available at the beginning of 2022. The cost does not include the cost of transfer 
system (pipe and pumps) to supplement Malpas source.  

Description 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malpas Dam is a 31 metre high earth and rockfill embankment dam located on the Gara 
River. It was constructed in 1968 for water supply to Armidale and has a storage capacity of 
12,500Ml. 

The dam’s full storage level (FSL) is at 1175.85m AHD and the embankment crest level is at 

1184.5m AHD, a freeboard of 8.65 metres.  This is considerably more than would normally 

be expected of a dam of this size, indicating that it was initially constructed to allow for future 

raising of the FSL at minimum cost. 

The embankment comprises a central sandy clay core of low permeability, a semi permeable 
transition zone, rockfill shoulders and a 1.0 metre thick layer of riprap on the upstream face. 
The dam does not have internal filters for drainage or piping protection, as would normally 
be required by current best design practice.   

                                                           
1 Malpas Hydrographic Survey 1999 by Michel Survey Group 
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The overflow spillway is a 40 metre wide unlined open channel cut into the right abutment 
rock with a concrete sill forming the overflow weir.  

Water is extracted from the dam reservoir through a 4.5 metre diameter 27 metre high 
concrete wet well intake tower accessed via a 40m long steel truss bridge from the right 
bank. 

Malpas Dam is a ‘declared’ dam under Dams Safety NSW (formerly NSW Dams Safety 
Committee) guidelines and has been assessed as having both a Flood Consequence 
Category and a Sunny Day Consequence Category of High C. 

Assessments 

General 

The Armidale LGA was impacted by severe drought condition in 2019 resulting in the lowest 
level of water supply dams and level 5 water restriction (the highest level) for a year. In 
response, Council is working with the DPIE Water to upgrade and expand its water 
infrastructure to enhance water security in the region as a part of the Integrated Water Cycle 
Management (IWCM) Strategy which Council is developing in accordance with NSW 
Government’s guidelines. Resolution of the water security issue is the most significant issue 
of the IWCM strategy and the following are the current undertakings. 

 Feasibility options to increase the water storage capacity of Malpas Dam; 

 Investigating different alternative dam sites and pump station sites to supplement 
Malpas source 

 Undertaking Secure Yield studies of Malpas dam ( raising supply levels at different 
levels) and other sources; and 

 Securing water access licences for the water bores recently developed in Guyra 

 Developing options to increase water security of the region 

Increasing the Storage Capacity of Malpas Reservoir 

In March 2020 Public Works Advisory were appointed to assist Council in identifying options 
to upgrade the storage capacity of the dam, taking into account the requirements of 
ANCOLD and Dams Safety New South Wales.  

Public Works were asked to provide options and cost estimates to upgrade the dam by 
raising the water level in Malpas Reservoir by 3.0 and 6.49 metres respectively and identify:  

• the preferred options to achieve the required increase in reservoir water levels from an 
engineering perspective and 

• any environmental and/or social issues that will need to be addressed. 

In addition they were asked to develop a new hydrological computer model and calibrate it 
both to previous events outlined in the URS 2006 risk assessment study and to the 2011 
large flood event. This would provide an estimate of the current probability and magnitude of 
the dam crest flood and the probable maximum precipitation flood for those dam 
augmentation options. 

Secure Yield Analysis/Alternative Sources 

At the same time the planning (water utilities) section of Public Works Advisory were working 
on a secure yield analysis of the Malpas Reservoir in order to determine the amount of 
increased capacity needed to meet the Armidale region’s water demands for the next 
30 years.  As an integral part of this process they are also investigating alternative dam sites 
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and sources that could be used to provide the additional water that might not be available 
from the Malpas Reservoir catchment at the higher levels of future water demand. At least 
three short listed options will be assessed as a part of IWCM options assessment on the 
triple bottom line basis of social, environmental and economic considerations. 

Bores 

Council has applied for a water access licence to allow it to extract ground water from four 
bores recently developed in Guyra and is waiting on a decision by the Natural Resources 
Access Regulator. 

Outcomes 

Hydrological Report 

A preliminary memorandum on the hydrological investigations was provided to Council in 
October 2020. The report ‘Malpas Dam Acceptable Flood Capacity Hydrology Investigations’ 
from WRM Consultants (attached) was submitted in March 2021. 

The consultants developed an XP-RAFTS hydrologic model for the Gara River catchment 
upstream of Malpas Dam. The model was calibrated to recorded rainfall and stream flow 
data for the March 2001, November 2010 and November 2011 events. The consultants 
determined that a good calibration had been achieved, especially at Malpas Dam, and that 
the XP-RAFTS model produces reasonable estimates of design discharges at the dam. This 
is despite the required 1 in 100,000 AEP design flood volume of 953 cu. metres per second 
being considerably less than the one from the 2006 URS study. 

The report has been reviewed by Council’s peer reviewer, Richard Rodd, who endorsed the 
consultant’s conclusions. 

Raising the Full Supply Level 

The Malpas Dam Upgrade Options Report dated March 2021 (attached) from Public Works 
provided an updated analysis of the three options from their interim 2020 report, these were: 

• upgrade with existing FSL; 

• upgrade with FSL raised by 3.00 metres and 

• upgrade with FSL raised by 6.49 metres. 

Following discussions with Public Works and in line with the recommendation of the secure 
yield analysis, it was decided that Council should focus on the third option, raising the FSL 
by 6.49 metres. 

In this option the raised FSL will be at 1182.34m AHD with the embankment being retained 
at its existing level of 1184.50m AHD. The existing spillway crest width of 40 metres will be 
increased to 50 metres. 

Routing the updated 1 in 100,000 AEP design flood would lead to an estimated peak water 
level behind the dam of 1186.60m AHD. To accommodate this increase will require the 
construction of a 6.49 metre high concrete ogee spillway structure within the existing 
overflow channel with a crest length of 50 metres. A duck bill (3 sided) spillway arrangement 
that avoids channel widening is considered to be the most economical arrangement. See 
Figure 06 below. To provide the required 400mm freeboard, the embankment crest level 
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needs to be at 1186.74m AHD, i.e. raised by 2.50 metres. This can be best achieved by 
providing a concrete parapet wall as shown in Figure 07 below.  

With this option the intake tower and access bridge would have to be reconstructed at a 
higher level to allow for operation and access. 

Secure Yield Analysis 

In response to the recent drought and in consultation with the Department of Planning 

Industry and Environment, Council engaged a consultant to update the secure yield of its 

water supply dams by extending the climate data used in previous studies to include the 

recent drought.  

The consultant has now completed the secure yield assessment of Council’s water supply 

dams using the following supply levels in Malpas Reservoir as the basis of the options 

provided: 

 existing; 

 raised by 3 metres; 

 raised by 6.5 metres and 

 raised by 10 metres. 

The finding of the secure yield assessment (attached) is that increasing the Malpas 

Reservoir water supply level by 6.5 metres would provide water security under historical 

climate conditions for the planning period of 30 years from 2018. However, it is not enough 

to meet the future unrestricted demand under mandated climate change conditions.  These 

results are shown graphically below. 

However, despite the proviso above, the preliminary advice from Public Works is that a rise 

of 6.5 metres is the maximum storage that should reasonably be provided. The secure yield 

levels out after that, an indication that providing higher water supply levels is not cost 

effective.  
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Tabulation of the results from the secure yield analysis are shown in the table in Appendix C. 

Project Costs 

The table below lists the estimated cost of all of the activities required for the design and 
construction of the upgrade work.  It includes the cost of construction provided by Public 
Works in Appendix B. 

Activity Estimated Cost Cost of Each Phase 

Concept design   

Concept design costs $ 250,000  

Geotechnical investigation $ 200,000  

Dam filters investigation $30,000  

Dambreak study $ 150,000  

Environmental impact analysis $ 210,000  

Surveying $ 20,000  

Cost estimate (external) $ 20,000  

Peer review $ 10,000  

Subtotal Concept Design  $ 910,000 
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Detail Design   

Design Costs $ 150,000  

Hydraulic Modelling $ 80,000  

Tendering $ 20,000  

Peer review $ 120,000  

Subtotal Detail Design  $ 370,000 

Construction Phase   

Purchase additional land $ 1,000,000  

Construct dam $ 15,328,800  

Move sailing club premises $ 400,000  

Construction supervision (7%) $ 1,073,016  

Subtotal Construction  $ 17,801,816 

Project management (3%)  $ 572,454 

Total Costs  $ 18,374,270 

Contingency (40%)  $ 7,349,708 

Total Project Costs  $ 25,723,979 

 

It should be noted that this estimate is dependent on the dambreak analysis, to be 
undertaken during the concept design phase, resulting in the dam’s consequence category 
remaining as ‘High C’. Should it increase to ‘High B’ the spillway’s capacity would have to be 
substantially increased at considerable cost. 

 

Mike Brooks (Senior Engineer) and Arun Gautam (Project Engineer)  
29 April 2021 

 

Enclosed 

Appendix A: Extract of PWA report showing concept plan to raise dam supply level by 6.49m 

Appendix B: Extract of PWA report showing breakdown of dam construction cost  

Appendix C: Extract of NUWS report showing secure yield results of water supply dams 

PWA Malpas Dam Upgrade Options Assessment report also includes WRM Hydrology 
report 

NUWS Secure Yield Studies – Progress Reports 3 and 4 
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Appendix B 

OPTION 3 - RAISE FSL BY 6.49 metres, 50 metres WIDE 
SPILLWAY DAM CREST RL1187.00 metres (raise 2.50 metres) 

Item Description Quantity Unit Rate Amount Sub Total 

              
1 SITE ESTABLISHMENT          

1.1 Site establishment/ disestablishment   each   $300,000   

1.2 Flood protection/dewatering   each   $100,000   

  Total Site Establishment        $400,000 

            
2 SPILLWAY          

2.1 Foundation clean up 600 sq m $10 $6,000   

2.2 Excavation  90 cu m $20 $1,800   

2.3 Reinforced concrete crest structure 1,030 cu m $2,000 $2,060,000   

2.4 Reinforced concrete retaining wall 300 cu m $2,000 $600,000   

2.5 Reinforced concrete apron 240 cu m $1,500 $360,000   

2.6 Anchor bars 500 lin m $100 $50,000   

2.7 Spillway channel batter protection   each   $400,000   

2.8 Channel downstream protection works   each   $1,500,000   

  Total Spillway        $4,977,800 

            
3 EMBANKMENT          

3.1 Embankment excavation 3,000 cu m $15 $45,000   

3.2 Downstream filter upgrade   each   $5,400,000   

3.3 Foundation preparation 1,800 sq m $10 $18,000   

3.4 Reinforced concrete parapet wall 1,200 cu m $2,000 $2,400,000   

3.5 Backfill 2,800 cu m $40 $112,000   

3.6 Crest pavement 1,500 sq m $100 $150,000   

3.7 Downstream face topsoil and grass 600 sq m $25 $15,000   
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3.8 Guardrail 460 lin m $100 $46,000   

  Total Embankment        $8,186,000 

            
4 INTAKE TOWER          

4.1 Demolition of existing tower deck    each   $100,000   

4.2 Removal of existing access bridge   each   $100,000   

4.3 Reinforced concrete in raised tower 
stem 

60 cu m $2,000 $120,000   

4.4 Reinforced concrete in raised tower 
deck 

50 cu m $2,500 $125,000   

4.5 Tower house construction   each   $100,000   

4.6 Mechanical & electrical   each   $60,000   

4.7 Raised access bridge piers 30 cu m $2,000 $60,000   

4.8 Raised access bridge steel deck   each   $300,000   

  Total Intake Tower        $965,000 

            
5 ANCILLIARY          

5.1 Installation of monitoring systems   each   $500,000   

5.2 Access road reconstruction   each   $300,000   

  Total Ancillary        $800,000 

            
  TOTAL DIRECT COST         $15,328,800 

             
  Contingencies (40%)        $6,131,520 

            
  TOTAL COST         $21,460,320 
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Appendix C 

Armidale Water Security 2016 to 2048 

Armidale Water 
Security 2016 2018 2023 2028 2033 2038 2043 2048 

Average Year 
Demand , ML/yr. 

2,734 2,904 3,092 3,286 3,480 3,698 3,918 4,017 

Unrestricted Climate 
Corrected Future 
Demand, ML/yr. 

3,309 3,400 3,643 3,904 4,170 4,448 4,748 5,066 

Scenario 1: Secure 
Yield Existing Dams 
Historic Climate, 
ML/yr. 

3,428 3,428 3,428 3,428 3,428 3,428 3,428 3,428 

Scenario 2: Secure 
Yield Existing Dams 
Climate Change, 
ML/yr. 

2,333 2,333 2,333 2,333 2,333 2,333 2,333 2,333 

Scenario 3: Secure 
Yield Malpas Dam 
raised by 3m Historic 
Climate, ML/yr. 

4,308 4,308 4,308 4,308 4,308 4,308 4,308 4,308 

Scenario 4: Secure 
Yield Malpas Dam 
raised by 3m Climate 
Change, ML/yr. 

2,958 2,958 2,958 2,958 2,958 2,958 2,958 2,958 

Scenario 5: Secure 
Yield Malpas Dam 
raised by 6.5m 
Historic Climate, 
ML/yr. 

5,279 5,279 5,279 5,279 5,279 5,279 5,279 5,279 

Scenario 6: Secure 
Yield Malpas Dam 
raised by 6.5m 
Climate Change, 
ML/yr. 

3,595 3,595 3,595 3,595 3,595 3,595 3,595 3,595 

Scenario 7: Secure 

Yield Malpas Dam 

raised by 10m Historic 

Climate, ML/yr. 

6029 6029 6029 6029 6029 6029 6029 6029 

Scenario 8: Secure 

Yield Malpas Dam 

raised by 10m Climate 

Change, ML/yr. 

4018 4018 4018 4018 4018 4018 4018 4018 

Scenario 1: Existing Dams Guyra, Malpas and Puddledock, Historic Climate Data and existing 
Environment Release in accordance with current water sharing plans , ML/year 

Scenario 2: Existing Dams Guyra, Malpas and Puddledock, Climate Change Data and existing 
Environment Release in accordance with current water sharing plans , ML/year 

Scenario 3: Existing Dams Guyra and Puddledock and Malpas raised by 3m under Historical Climate 
Data and proposed Environment Release being stopped at when Malpas gest to 6746ML ( equivalent 
of 55% of existing), ML/year 

Scenario 4: Existing Dams Guyra and Puddledock and Malpas raised by 3m under Climate Change 
Data and proposed Environment Release being stopped at when Malpas gest to 6746ML ( equivalent 
of 55% of existing), ML/year 

Scenario 5: Existing Dams Guyra and Puddledock and Malpas raised by 6.5m under Historical 
Climate Data and proposed Environment Release being stopped at when Malpas gest to 6746ML ( 



Attachment 1 Malpas dam upgrade options assessment Engineers' brief 
 

 

Attachment 1 Page 230 
 

equivalent of 55% of existing), ML/year 

Scenario 6: Existing Dams Guyra and Puddledock and Malpas raised by 6.5m under Climate Change 
Data and proposed Environment Release being stopped at when Malpas gest to 6746ML ( equivalent 
of 55% of existing), ML/year 

Scenario 7: Existing Dams Guyra and Puddledock and Malpas raised by 10m under Historical Climate 

Data and proposed Environment Release being stopped at when Malpas gest to 6746ML ( equivalent 

of 55% of existing), ML/year 

Scenario 8: Existing Dams Guyra and Puddledock and Malpas raised by 10m under Climate Change 

Data and proposed Environment Release being stopped at when Malpas gest to 6746ML ( equivalent 

of 55% of existing), ML/year 
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ADOPTED BY COUNCIL: [DATE TO BE COMPLETED BY GOVERNANCE] 

1. PURPOSE 

To specify the process for adjusting irregular water accounts caused by water leaks on private property. 

2. APPLICATION 

This Policy provides a framework to permit a Council charge to be waived in part or in full to customers in 
exceptional circumstances where significant excess water consumption is recorded without fault or negligence 
on the owner’s behalf and the owner has acted quickly to rectify the problem once it is realised. 

3. POLICY INTENT 

Undetectable Leak:  

A leak that meets all of the following conditions:  

 It is not readily visible (e.g. wet areas, pooling of water, water flowing in gutters, split hoses, broken 
taps).  

 It is not readily audible (e.g. gurgling, hissing, dripping or other sounds suggesting a leak, fixtures or 
appliances refilling more frequently).  

 It cannot be readily identified and located without professional assistance.  
 

Property Water Supply Service:  

Any pipes or fittings that are connected attached or serviced by town water supply anywhere after Council’s 
water meter. This may include pipes and/or fittings that are not on the rated property. This does not include the 
pipe from Council’s main to the water meter that is owned and maintained by Council. 

 
Once water has passed through any water meter it becomes the responsibility of the person to whom the 
property is rated.  
 
This policy applies to all metered water supply services provided by Council to properties within Armidale 
Regional Council. It provides for a reduction of water consumption charges on the property in the event of an 
undetectable leak in the property water supply service in exceptional circumstances.  
 
This policy applies only to the leakage of water for which the person(s) to whom the property is rated would 
have been charged. It therefore applies only to water lost once it has passed through the water meter provided 
by Council. 
 
The waiver of a Council Fee or Charge is a reduction of revenue to provide for goods or services supplied by 
Council. Any reduction of a charge undermines Council’s budget and ability to provide services. Generally a 
waiver of a charge requires a higher burden on other ratepayers or reduction of services. A fee or charge waiver 
should only be granted in exceptional circumstances. Financial hardship is not a criteria that qualifies as 
exceptional circumstances under this policy. Refer to Council’s Hardship Policy for those circumstances.  

4. COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVES 

The Community Strategic Plan 2017-2027 reflects the community's input and aspirations for how the Armidale 
Region can best continue to grow and prosper. It also presents strategies on how Council can effectively balance 
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its economic, environmental, and social aspirations to improve overall community well-being, foster creativity 
and innovation, build communities, and create opportunities. 

The Delivery Program and Operational Plan align with the Community Strategic Plan to ensure consistency in 
strategic planning and delivery of services and infrastructure. 

The main supporting strategies related to this policy in the Delivery Program are: 

Leadership for the Region 

Fiscal Responsibility: Manage operations to ensure delivery of value for money services for our community and 
customers 

Environment and Infrastructure 

Infrastructure: Supply water and waste water services to meet the community needs in Armidale and Guyra, as 
well as environmentally appropriate impoundment, distribution and disposal infrastructure 

5. POLICY 

5.1 Conditions 
Council will only consider varying water consumption accounts where all of the following conditions are 
met. 

 
a) The applicant(s) is (are) the recorded owner(s) of the property with the undetectable leak. 
b) The leak was undetectable as defined in this policy. 
c) The application must be received by Council within 60 days of the issue of the water usage account. 
d) The applicant is to pay $200 plus the previous 12 Months daily average usage where Council is not 

at fault (e.g incorrect meter installation). 
e) The leakage must have been undetectable. Undetectable leakage is defined as occurring within 

pipeline breaks or connections in the ground, under slabs or within walls and is clearly not visible by 
the owner. 

f) The submission of a copy of the licensed plumber’s invoice should accompany any application 
outlining the cost of the repairs that were necessary, stating the location of the leak and the nature 
of the repairs.  

g) A maximum reduction of $3,000 applies. 
h) Only one application will be accepted as a result of an undetectable leak at the same property and 

by the same owner/s, regardless of whether it is a related event or a separate undetectable leakage. 
i) Applicants will be advised in writing of the decision within 30 days of receipt of the application. 

 

5.2 Application Process  

To apply for a reduction of water consumption charges under this policy, the applicant must apply in 
writing addressed to the General Manager and attach a copy of the licensed plumber’s invoice outlining 
the cost of the repairs that were necessary and stating the location of the leak and the nature of the 
repairs. The applicant should explain the exceptional circumstances that warrant the waiver of part or 
full charge.  

 

5.3 Maximum Possible Reduction  

Where an Application for Reduction of Water Consumption Charges due to Leakage meets the criteria 
specified above and the usage is in excess of the average consumption recorded at the subject property 
during the previous 12 Months, the consumption which is in excess of the average usage for the 
previous 12 Months plus $200.00, may be reduced by a maximum of $3,000.00. 
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5.4 Entitlement per Property Water Account   

Adjustment for leakage per property water account shall only be granted once per property owner. A 
new property owner may apply for adjustment only after five (5) years from the date of the previous 
owner’s adjustment.  
Should a leak occur over more than one billing period, Council may adjust the excess quantity for up to a 
maximum of two (2) billing periods. 
 

5.5 Exclusions  

Council will not reimburse the applicant for the cost of locating leaks or repairs to an undetectable leak. 
An undetectable leak does not include the deterioration or failure of fittings, fixtures or appliances such 
as hoses, seals, toilets, showers, taps, hot water services, appliances or irrigation systems.  
Misuse or accidental use of water by owners, rental tenants, residents or any other person will not be 
considered under this policy.  
Water that is believed to have been stolen will not be considered under this policy and should be 
directed to Police for investigation.  

 

5.6 Owner’s Responsibilities   

The ongoing maintenance and periodic replacement or upgrade of fittings, fixtures and appliances that 
convey or use water on the property are the responsibility of the person to whom the property is rated.  
Council recommends that the hoses supplying water to any water-using fixtures and appliances (e.g. 
toilets, washing machines, dishwashers, garden watering systems) are checked regularly to avoid 
deterioration and sudden failure.  
Properties that are left unoccupied for extended periods should be inspected regularly to ensure that 
the failure of fittings, fixtures and appliances does not occur while the property is unattended. Owners 
should consider isolating the water supply provided at the meter if no usage is needed within the 
property.  
Once an adjustment has been made on a property water account, the owner and resident are reminded 
to closely monitor their water consumption as no additional adjustments will be considered. 

 

5.7 Application by Multi-Residential Properties   

For multi-residential properties including duplexes and triplexes that are not individually metered by 
Council, only the representative owner(s) of the property can apply for the reduction in charges. This is 
the person, company, association, corporation or Body Corporate that water accounts are sent to. 
Council will not apportion any reduction it provides to sub-owners.  

 

6. LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

 NSW Local Government Act 1993 

 NSW Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 

 

7. REVIEW 

This policy shall be reviewed every two years to ensure that it meets the requirements of legislation and the 
needs of Council. 

 

8. REPORTING 
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There are no reporting requirements 

9. RESPONSIBLE OFFICER 

Manager – Financial Services 

10. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Water Officer:  Responsible for receiving and making initial assessment of any application. 

Revenue Coordinator:  Responsible for implementation and review of policy as well as escalations and dispute 

resolution.  

General Manager/ Senior Management:  Escalated and unresolved dispute resolution.  

11. RELATED PROCEDURES 

Debt Recover Policy, Hardship Policy 

 

 

APPROVAL AND REVIEW 

Responsible Business Unit  Financial Services 

Responsible Officer Manager Financial Services 

Date/s adopted Council Executive Council 

[updated by policy owner] [DD Mmmm YYYY] 

Date/s of previous adoptions May 2019 

Date of next review Two years from last adoption 

TRIM Reference AINT/2021/14643 
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ADOPTED BY COUNCIL: [DATE TO BE COMPLETED BY GOVERNANCE] 

1. PURPOSE 

Encourage, promote and facilitate revegetation activities associated with urban watercourses having regard to 
any impacts on nearby residences, existing land use and the environment. 

2. APPLICATION 

The policy applies to the urban reaches of Dumaresq Creek including its tributaries Black Gully and other urban 
streams within the LGA. Open spaces surrounding these areas are also managed in accordance with their 
respective adopted Plans of Management.  

3. POLICY INTENT 

The intent of the policy is to: 

 Enhance and maintain biodiversity values within urban riparian corridors 

 Ensure revegetation and management practices integrate with existing or planned development of the 

open space surrounding the riparian corridor  

 Ensure that revegetation work is undertaken in accordance with relevant legislation and Council’s 

Revegetation Guidelines. 

 

The main objectives of this policy are to: 

1. Ensure that revegetation work complies with the existing revegetation guidelines  

2. Ensure that revegetation efforts improve riparian habitat  

3. Establish a consistent approach to vegetation maintenance and management 

4. Ensure that environmental values integrate with surrounding aesthetic and scenic values  

5. Maintain the integrity of adjacent land use for both passive and active recreation   

6. Minimise the opportunities for vandalism and other unsocial behaviour through safety by design and 

other considerations 

7. Assist community involvement in revegetation work and support volunteer groups. 

8. Ensure that revegetation works are well coordinated and undertaken at approved locations 

 

 

 

4. COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVES 

This policy links to the Community Strategic Plan 2017-2027:  



Attachment 1 Urban Watercourse Revegetation Policy POL204 final 
 

 

Attachment 1 Page 334 
 

Environment and Infrastructure 

E1 Ensuring that the unique climate, landscape and environment of the region is protected, preserved and 
made accessible. 

E1.1 Maintain and improve local waterways, lagoons and creek lands in partnership with community groups 
and other agencies 

E1.4 Protect and enhance the natural environment to promote and support biodiversity 

E3.3 Regular review of open space related Asset Management Plans to ensure parks, sportsgrounds, water 
recreation facilities and other open space meets community needs and is provided to an acceptable level of 
service and accessibility standards 

 

5. POLICY 

This policy provides for an environmentally responsible approach to revegetation projects undertaken on 

Council owned and managed urban riparian corridors. The policy ensures that projects align with Council’s 

strategic direction, comply with all relevant policy, legislation and current guidelines. It is the role of Council to 

ensure that any changes to the community’s assets are safe and consider adjacent or interconnected 

infrastructure. 

 

Policy Principles 

 

 Australian native flora are to be established within the riparian corridor where the primary function has 

been identified as conservation, with the exception of areas with significant cultural or heritage values 

 

 All planting and landscaping works must be carried out with reference to the revegetation guidelines for 

the proposed area. It should be noted that the guidelines do not contain a comprehensive list of species 

and not all species in the guidelines will be appropriate to all sites, nor readily available through local 

nurseries 

 

 Planning for revegetation works must be carried out in advance to allow for the collection of seed 

and/or propagation of indigenous plants. 

 

 All revegetation proposals must be assessed for site suitability. This will include appropriate species 

selection, consideration for the use of the site and importantly the adjacent land. Plantings must be 

assessed for safety and their impact on maintenance costs. 

 

 Revegetation plans that are at variance with the guidelines must be prepared and submitted to Council 

for approval prior to works commencing. 

 

 A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the proponent and the Council may be drafted prior 

to the implementation of an approved revegetation plan.  
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 The Memorandum of Understanding may outline a program of maintenance for an agreed period.  

 

 Maintenance of all sites will resume to the Council at the cessation of the Memorandum of 

Understanding. Council then reserves the right to manage and maintain the site including plantings as 

required.  

 

 

6. LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

Certain legislation and guidelines may relate to the implementation of this policy. Relevant legislation is not 

limited to the following: 

• Guidelines for the revegetation of urban watercourses (existing document ‘Revegetation 

Guidelines for the urban Reaches of Dumaresq Creek’). To be reviewed to include the entire LGA   

 Armidale Parklands Environmental Management Plan ERM 2004 

 Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

 • Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

 • Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 

 • Crown Land Management Act 2016 

 • Fisheries Management Act 1994 

 • Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

 • Contaminated Land Management Act 1997 

 • Water Management Act 2000 

 • Rural Fires Act 1993 

 • Armidale Dumaresq Local Environment Plan 2012 

 • Biosecurity Act 2015 

 • Local Government Act 1993 

 • Rural Lands Protection Act 1998 

 • State Environmental Planning Policy (infrastructure) 2007 

 • State Environmental Planning Policy (Vegetation in non- rural Areas) 2017.  

 

7. REVIEW 

This Policy will be reviewed every two years from the date of each adoption of the policy, or more frequently as 

required. 

 

8. REPORTING 
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Nil 

9. RESPONSIBLE OFFICER 

The Coordinator for Public and Town Spaces is the Responsible Officer for the Policy and performs the following 

functions in relation to the policy, such as: 

- Maintaining records/ register 

- Provided a point of contact about the meaning and application of the policy. 

- Reporting 

- Keeping the policy current 

- Investigating breaches and enforcing compliance 

- Implementing communications, education and monitoring strategies. 

-  Acceptance of bookings and issuing of approvals for site use 

10. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Responsibilities of: 

Management Executive Group (General Manger and Directors) 

Demonstrate Armidale Regional Council values through being positive role models for this policy 

 

Managers and Supervisors 

Managers and Supervisors are responsible for ensuring employees under their direct control 

Comply with actions detailed in this policy (and related guidelines). 

All Employees 

Demonstrate Armidale Regional Council values through being positive role models for fellow 

Employees, contractors and volunteers by ensuring compliance with this policy (and related 

Guidelines).  
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11. RELATED PROCEDURES 

Recreation Plan 2011-2021        INT/2011/09006 

Revegetation Guidelines for the Urban Reaches of Dumaresq Creek   INT/2011/03361 

Armidale Flora and Fauna Study (Pol80)       AINT/2019/03339 

Armidale Parklands Management Plan ERM 2004 

Armidale Parklands Tree Planting Environmental Management Plan 

Civic and Recreational services Maintenance service levels Plan 

Draft Floodplain management Plan (POL38) 

Dumaresq Creek plan of Management 

Dumaresq Creek Urban Stormwater Management Plan 
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TO ADOPTED BY COUNCIL: [DATE TO BE COMPLETED BY GOVERNANCE] 

1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of the policy is to clarify safety issues and the expected behaviour standards of patrons at Armidale 
Regional Council’s aquatic centres.  

2. APPLICATION 

The policy applies to the Moncton Aquatic Centre Armidale, and the Guyra Swimming Pool at Guyra. 

3. POLICY INTENT 

Guidelines and rules for patrons are displayed at the Centre, Council’s adoption of its requirements as Policy 
assists with enforcement and is consistent with Royal Life Saving Society NSW’ Risk Management Guidelines. 

Council’s intent and commitment is to provide an open, welcoming and safe environment for all patrons who 
visit our aquatic centres.  

The main objectives of this policy are to: 

1. Implement recommendations from a Royal Life Saving Society Risk Management Audit in relation to 

safety requirements by patrons attending Council’s Aquatic Centres. 

2. Outline Council’s requirements for patrons using the Aquatic Centres, in particular regarding the 

supervision of children and appropriate patron behaviour when using the facility. 

4. COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVES 

Community Strategic Plan 2017-2027:  

E3 - The community is provided with the essential and resilient infrastructure it requires for daily life, and has 
access to a prioritised schedule of infrastructure works 
 

E3.3 - Regular review of open spaces to ensure parks, sportsgrounds, water recreation facilities and other open 

space meet community needs and are provided to an acceptable level of service and accessibility 

E3.4 - Provide and maintain functional, appropriate, safe and desirable community facilities through appropriate 

resourcing. 
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5. POLICY 

The Aquatic Centres Patron Code of Conduct Policy POL135 seeks to clarify safety issues and appropriate 

behaviour of patrons at the Armidale Regional Council’s Aquatic Centres.  

Objectives 

(a) To implement recommendations from a Royal Life Saving Society Risk Management Audit in relation to 

safety requirements by patrons attending the Monckton Aquatic Centre. 

(b) To outline Council’s requirements for patrons using the Monckton Aquatic Centre, in particular regarding 
the supervision of children and appropriate patron behaviour when using the facility. 

 

Monckton Aquatic Centre Patron Code of Conduct 

Everyone attending Armidale Regional Council Aquatic Centres (including staff, trainees, students, children, 

parents and visitors) must be aware and abide by the following code of conduct.  

• Respect the rights and dignity of others 

• Be a positive role model to all children 

• Promote and deliver quality, safe and enjoyable aquatic activities  

• Maintain a duty of care towards others and be accountable for your action 

 

Health and hygiene 

 Patrons should be encouraged to use the toilet and shower before entering the water. 

 

 Appropriate swimming attire must be worn when entering and utilising the swimming pool.  

 To prevent any water contamination, Patrons who have contagious infections will not be allowed to enter 
the water. This includes infections like: sickness and diarrhoea, cold sores, conjunctivitis, open and infected 
wounds etc.  

 

Photography 

Photography is discouraged at Monckton Aquatic Centre especially during busy times as to ensure that photos 
of children other than a parent’s own child are not in the image. If patrons are seen to be taking photos 
generally throughout the facility, they are to be advised that photography of this nature is not permitted, and 
any images are to be deleted. Images taken are to be close-up shots of their own children only.  
 
Images during Learn to swim (LTS) lessons are to be at the discretion of the LTS Senior Supervisor and the 
individual class teacher. Permission is also to be sort from all parents of the class when the photos are to be 
taken. 
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Maintain physical boundaries  

• Ensure that any physical contact with others is appropriate to the situation and in a training context only 
necessary for the persons skill development or for the person’s safety  

• Permission from students should always be sought prior to physical contact 

• Maintain sight of others in your charge at all times  

 

Supervision of children and non-swimming Adults 

(a) Children under the age of 5 years must be accompanied by a responsible person, 16 years or over, at all 
times when attending the Monckton Aquatic Centre. 

(b) Children between the ages of 5 and 10 years, who are capable swimmers, must be supervised by a 

responsible person, 16 years or over when attending the Centre. 

(c) Patrons who are non-swimmers, regardless of age, must be accompanied by a responsible person, 16 

years or over, at all times when in the pools at the Monckton Aquatic Centre. 

 

Appropriate Pool Selection for Children 

Children must swim in a pool which is appropriate to their swimming capabilities.  Where doubt exists, a swim 

test may be conducted by a Monckton Aquatic Centre Lifeguard.  The test will determine the child’s swimming 

ability and the appropriate area for their use. 

Appropriate Swimwear 

Patrons of the Monckton Aquatic Centre must wear appropriate swimwear at all times.  Lifeguards may request 

that patrons not return to the pool if clothing is deemed inappropriate.  

Safety Rules at the Monckton Aquatic Centre 

To ensure the safety of patrons of the Aquatic Centre, the Management of the Centre has identified 

inappropriate behaviour which may result in the expulsion of individuals from the Centre for a specified period.  

Failure to comply with such expulsion may lead to action by Council under the Enclosed Lands Protection Act 

1901. 

Inappropriate Behaviour includes: 

 Running  Pushing  

 Bombing  Diving  

 Spitting  Abusive Language 

 Disruptive Behaviour 
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Strictly Prohibited within the Aquatic Centre 

The following items are strictly prohibited within the Centre and any breaches of these prohibitions may result 

in the expulsion of individuals from the Centre for a specified period.  Failure to comply with such expulsion may 

lead to action by Council under the Enclosed Lands Protection Act 1901. 

 Alcohol 

 Glass 

 Skateboards 

 Rollerblades 

 Bicycles  

 Animals 

 Litter 

 

Sun safe Guidelines 

Patrons are advised and will be encouraged to take appropriate measures for protection from the sun (e.g. use 
of sunscreen, hats, sunglasses and protective clothing. 

 

Non Smoking Policy 

Patrons are advised that the Aquatic Centre is a Non-Smoking facility. This applies to all land within the Centre 

grounds.  Failure to comply with this policy may lead to action by Council under the Enclosed Lands Protection 

Act 1901. 

Children 0-5 compulsory wearing of wristbands 

In accordance with the Royal Lifesaving Societies Keep Watch @ Public Pools program, children 0 to 5 years of 

age must wear identifying wristbands at all times as a condition of entry.  Failure to comply with this policy may 

lead to action by Council under the Enclosed Lands Protection Act 1901. 

Fees and Charges for Lane Hire for Swim Schools 

The fees and charges for swim schools are set each year in the fees and charges.  

Not for profit groups will be exempt from fees. 

 

6. LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

This policy is allied to the current 2020 Operations Manuals for the Armidale and Guyra aquatic centres 

approved by Royal Life Saving NSW.  (AINT/2020/32922 and AINT/2020/32924)  

RLSSA Guidelines for Safe Pool Operations 

Department of Health NSW Public Swimming Pool and Spa Pool Advisory Document 2013 

NSW Health Act 2010 

NSW Public Health Regulation 2012 

Work Health & Safety Act 2011 

Work Health & Safety Regulation 2011 
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7. REVIEW 

This Policy will be reviewed every two years from the date of each adoption of the policy, or more frequently as 

required. 

 

8. REPORTING 

Nil 

9. RESPONSIBLE OFFICER 

• Aquatic Centre Manager 

- Maintaining records/ register 

- Reporting 

- Keeping the policy current 

- Investigating breaches and enforcing compliance 

- Implementing communications, education and monitoring strategies. 

• Providing a point of contact about the meaning and application of the policy. 

• The individual responsible officer should be senior enough to make any decisions needed to maintain 

the Policy and give effect to any decisions made. 

10. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Responsibilities of: 

Management Executive Group (General Manger and Directors) 

Demonstrate Armidale Regional Council values through being positive role models for this policy 

Managers and Supervisors 

Managers and Supervisors are responsible for ensuring employees under their direct control 

Comply with actions detailed in this policy (and related guidelines). 

All Employees 

Demonstrate Armidale Regional Council values through being positive role models for fellow 

Employees, contractors and volunteers by ensuring compliance with this policy (and related guidelines).  

11. RELATED PROCEDURES 

Nil 

 

APPROVAL AND REVIEW 
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TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

Held on 
 

Tuesday,  4 May 2021 
10am 

 
at 
 

Electronic meeting 
 

 
Committee Members: 
Mr Ambrose Hallman (Manager Development and Regulatory Services) 
Mr Hans Hietbrink (Rep. Member for Northern Tablelands) 
Snr Sgt Paul Caldwell (NSW Police) 
Mr Matt Hatton  (TfNSW) 
 
Council Staff: 
Mr Ambrose Hallman (Manager Development and Regulatory Services) 
Mr Graham Earl (ARC Technical Officer) 
Ms Belinda Ackling (Minute Taker) 
Mr Ian Chetcuti (Ranger) 
 
Others: 
Nil 
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1. Apologies / Leave Of Absence  
 
2. Confirmation of Previous Minutes - 
 

 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 
6 APRIL 2021 

 The Traffic Advisory Committee Recommends: 
 
That the minutes be taken as read and be accepted as a true record of the Meeting. 
 
The Motion on being put to the vote was CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
   
 
3. Declarations of Interest   
 Nil 
 
4. Business Arising 
 

 4.1 Business Arising from the April Traffic Advisory Committee MeetingRef: AINT/2021/13384 (ARC16/0168-6) 

 OFFICERS’ REPORT: 

That the Traffic Advisory Committee note the below recommendations from the previous 
meeting are yet to be actioned, endorsement by Council occurred at their meeting held 28th 
April. 

a. Note the Minutes of the Traffic Advisory Committee meeting held on 6th April 2021. 

 
b. Endorse the road closure of Faulkner Street between Kirkwood and Dumaresq Street during 

the Big Chill Beer & BBQ Festival from 12am Saturday 15 May until 10pm Sunday 16 May. 

 

c. Deny the request to consider a pedestrian crossing on Barney Street at the Faulkner 
Intersection, with the advice from TfNSW that there are crossings at the intersection with 
Barney and Marsh St at the lights and a pedestrian refuge at Barney, Dangar intersection, 
both within 200m of the requested location. 

 

d. Endorse the Police request to shift the 15 minute car parking space to the northern end of 
Faulkner Street grouping the existing police parking spaces together. 

 

d. Note that specified line marking requested for the Police parking in Faulkner Street will be at 
a cost to Police. 

 

 The Traffic Advisory Committee Noted the report: 
 
That the Traffic Advisory Committee note the below recommendations from the previous 
meeting are yet to be actioned, endorsement by Council occurred at their meeting held 28th 
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April. 

Noted 

 
 

 4.2 Request for parking bay for the University of the Third Age Armidale 
Incorporated Ref: AINT/2021/05037 (ARC16/0168-6) 

 OFFICERS’ REPORT: 

Council staff met with representative of the University of the Third Age Armidale to address a 
number of issued that have provided in the attached. A number of issues were discussed 
including the disabled parking that was a concern.  U3AA decided that they would discuss the 
options at a monthly committee meeting to discuss the options that would benefit the group 
best.  

 

 The Traffic Advisory Committee Recommends: 
 

That Council approve one half hour parking space on Barney Street at the intersection with 
Markham Street to provide a safe place for elderly residents attending the U3AA facility who 
require to time to unload and make drop offs. 

 

The Motion on being put to the vote was CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
5. Special Event Reports 
 Nil 
 
6. Correspondence 
 

 1.1 Kempsey Road Load Limit Request Ref: AINT/2021/12871 (ARC16/0168-6) 

 OFFICERS’ REPORT: 

That Council maintain the current 15 tone load limit on the Kempsey Armidale Rd. 

 

 The Traffic Advisory Committee Recommends: 
 
That Council maintain the current 15 tone load limit on the Kempsey Armidale Rd. 

The Motion on being put to the vote was CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 

 6.1 For Information Only: Notice of Intention to Hold a Public AssemblyRef: AINT/2021/13391 (ARC16/0168-6) 

 OFFICERS’ REPORT: 

That Council note the information of 2 Notices of Intentions to hold a public assembly that have 
been provided by Police. Both events will be on the footpath and will not interfere with traffic, 
both events have been endorsed by Police and reminded of COVID19 health restrictions and 
social distancing requirements. 
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That Council note: 

a. The annual Reconciliation Bridge Walk to promote Aboriginal – Non Aboriginal harmony 
walk, as part of Reconciliation Week occurring 30th May 2021 in Curtis Park. 

b. School Strike 4 Climate Change occurring 21 May in Curtis Park. 

 

 The Traffic Advisory Committee Recommends: 

 

That Council note the information of 2 Notices of Intentions to hold a public assembly that have 
been provided by Police. Both events will be on the footpath and will not interfere with traffic, 
both events have been endorsed by Police and reminded of COVID19 health restrictions and 
social distancing requirements. 

That Council note: 

a. The annual Reconciliation Bridge Walk to promote Aboriginal – Non Aboriginal harmony 
walk, as part of Reconciliation Week occurring 30th May 2021 in Curtis Park. 

b. School Strike 4 Climate Change occurring 21 May in Curtis Park. 

 
The Motion on being put to the vote was CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
7. General Business  
 

 Nil 
 
  
 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at Tuesday 4th May  
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 BUSINESS PAPER 
 

TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

To be held on 
 

Tuesday,  4 May 2021 
10am 

 
at 

Function Room 
 
Committee Members: 
Mr Hans Hietbrink (Rep. Member for Northern Tablelands) 
Snr Sgt Paul Caldwell (NSW Police) 
Mr Stefan Wielebinski  (TfNSW) 
 
Council Staff: 
Mr Ambrose Hallman (Manager Development and Regulatory Services) 
Mr Graham Earl (ARC Technical Officer) 
Ms Belinda Ackling (Minute Taker) 
Mr Ian Chetcuti (Ranger) 
 
Others: 
Nil 
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The Armidale Traffic Advisory Committee,  has no decision-making powers and is 
primarily a technical review committee. It only advises the Council on matters for which 
the Council has delegated authority.  
 
The Committee operates under Roads and Maritime Services ‘A guide to the delegation 
to councils for the regulation of traffic’.  
 
In summary: 
Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) has delegated certain aspects of the control of 
traffic on regional and local roads to Council. A condition of this delegation is that 
Council must refer all traffic related matters to the Traffic Advisory Committee prior to 
exercising its delegated functions. 
 
The four voting members on the Traffic Advisory Committee are: 

 Council’s representative (chair) 

 RMS representative 

 NSW Police representative for the Local Area Command containing the item. 

 State Member of Parliament representative for the electorate containing the 
item. 

 
The meeting does not need a specific quorum, however any advice can only be 
returned to the Council if the views of NSW Police and RMS have been obtained. 
 
The Traffic Advisory Committee  meeting operates as a closed meeting and attendance 
to the meeting is via invitation only. At times interested stakeholders may address 
items referred to the Traffic Committee where their information adds value and does 
not greatly increase the time spent by the Committee on progressing the item. 
Interested stakeholders always have the opportunity to attend the Council meeting 
when the minutes of the Traffic Advisory Committee are discussed / determined. 
 
All formal items referred to the Traffic Advisory Committee typically have been fully 
investigated, consulted (if needed) and proposed actions identified. 
 
Where the Council decides on an item contrary to the Traffic Advisory Committee 
recommendation, then Council must immediately advise RMS and NSW Police in 
writing of its decision. The RMS or NSW Police may then lodge an appeal within 14 days 
to the Regional Traffic Committee. 
 
The Council must not action any item under appeal until the matter has been 
determined by the Regional Traffic Committee. 
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Item: 4.1  Ref: AINT/2021/13384 

Title: Business Arising from the April Traffic Advisory Committee Meeting 
 Container: ARC16/0168-6 

Author: Belinda Ackling, Personal Assistant      

Attachments: Nil      

 

1. Purpose 

That the Committee note the actions from the previous meeting 

2. OFFICERS’ RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Traffic Advisory Committee note the below recommendations from the previous 
meeting are yet to be actioned, endorsed by Council occurred at their meeting held 28th April. 

a. Note the Minutes of the Traffic Advisory Committee meeting held on 6th April 2021. 

 
b. Endorse the road closure of Faulkner Street between Kirkwood and Dumaresq Street during 

the Big Chill Beer & BBQ Festival from 12am Saturday 15 May until 10pm Sunday 16 May. 

 

c. Deny the request to consider a pedestrian crossing on Barney Street at the Faulkner 
Intersection, with the advice from TfNSW that there are crossings at the intersection with 
Barney and Marsh St at the lights and a pedestrian refuge at Barney, Dangar intersection, 
both within 200m of the requested location. 

 

d. Endorse the Police request to shift the 15 minute car parking space to the northern end of 
Faulkner Street grouping the existing police parking spaces together. 

 

d. Note that specified line marking requested for the Police parking in Faulkner Street will be at 
a cost to Police. 
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Item: 4.2  Ref: AINT/2021/05037 

Title: Request for parking bay for the University of the Third Age Armidale 
Incorporated  Container: ARC16/0168-6 

Author: Belinda Ackling, Personal Assistant      

Attachments: 1. University of the Third Age Armidale - R~redistribution of funds 
from can(2)  

2. Parking Bay University of the Third Age        

 

1. Purpose 

To provide a safe place for elderly residents attending the facility who require time to unload 
and make drop offs.  

2. OFFICERS’ RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council approve one half hour parking space on Barney Street at the intersection with 
Markham Street to provide a safe place for elderly residents attending the U3AA facility who 
require to time to unload and make drop offs. 

 

 

3. Background 

Council staff met with representative of the University of the Third Age Armidale to address a 
number of issued that have provided in the attached. A number of issues were discussed 
including the disabled parking that was a concern.  U3AA decided that they would discuss the 
options at a monthly committee meeting to discuss the options that would benefit the group 
best.  

4. Discussion  

Council walked around the area and discussed a number of options for U3AA to further 
discussion with the U3AA committee, Council received a request that a 15 minute parking space 
be installed to help those attending the centre. 

5. Implications 

5.1. Strategic and Policy Implications 

The recommendation is in line with the Operational Plan to: 

E4.1 Maintain safe and effective traffic facilities on the road network 

E4.1.27 Traffic and transport assistance 

 

5.2. Risk  

 The installation of 1 parking space will help to provide a safe close parking space for 
elderly attending the courses and unloading heavey items reducing the risk of injury. 

 

5.3. Sustainability  

 Promoting more efficent and improved service delivery through collaboration and 
communication with the communtiy. 
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5.4. Financial  

 

 

 This will include the installation of 2 signs and posts 

6. Consultation and Communication 

Council walked around the area and discussed a number of options for the incorporation U3AA 
after further discussion with the U3AA committee Council received the request that a 15 minute 
parking space be installed to help those attending the centre. 

7. Conclusion 

While the U3AA did recognise that the requested timed parking space would still be available for 
use by the Committee they felt it would be of more benefit the organisation more often than 
not. Council no longer supports 15 minute parking spaces, there for a 30 minute parking space is 
being recommended.  

 

 

Budget 
Area: 

Traffic Faculties Budget  

Funding 
Source: 

Nil  

Budget 
Ref: 
(PN) 

Description Approved 
Budget 

Actual Committed Proposed Total 
Forecast 
Expenditure 

Remaining 
Budget 

 Installation 
of signage  

Traffic 
Faculties 
Budget 

  $150 $150  
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Item: 6.1  Ref: AINT/2021/13391 

Title: For Information Only: Notice of Intention to Hold a Public Assembly 
 Container: ARC16/0168-6 

Author: Belinda Ackling, Personal Assistant      

Attachments: 1. Reconciliation Week   

2. School Strike 4 Climate Change        

 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Committee with the information of 2 Notices of 
Intentions to hold a public assembly that have been provided by Police. 

2. OFFICERS’ RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council note the information of 2 Notices of Intentions to hold a public assembly that have 
been provided by Police. Both events will be on the footpath and will not interfere with traffic, 
both events have been endorsed by Police and reminded of COVID19 health restrictions and 
social distancing requirements. 

That Council note: 

a. The annual Reconciliation Bridge Walk to promote Aboriginal – Non Aboriginal harmony 
walk, as part of Reconciliation Week occurring 30th May 2021 in Curtis Park. 

b. School Strike 4 Climate Change occurring 21 May in Curtis Park. 
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LATE ITEMS BUSINESS PAPER 
 

TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

To be held on 
 

Tuesday,  4 May 2021 
10am 

 
at 

Function Room 
 
Committee Members: 
Mr Hans Hietbrink (Rep. Member for Northern Tablelands) 
Snr Sgt Paul Caldwell (NSW Police) 
Mr Matt Hatton  (TfNSW) 
 
Council Staff: 
Mr Ambrose Hallman (Manager Development and Regulatory Services) 
Mr Graham Earl (ARC Technical Officer) 
Ms Belinda Ackling (Minute Taker) 
Mr Ian Chetcuti (Ranger) 
 
Others: 
Nil 

 
 
 
 
 

A
G
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D

A
 



Attachment 3 Late Item Agenda 4th May 2021 
 

 

Attachment 3 Page 427 
 

 
The Armidale Traffic Advisory Committee,  has no decision-making powers and is primarily a 
technical review committee. It only advises the Council on matters for which the Council has 
delegated authority.  
 
The Committee operates under Roads and Maritime Services ‘A guide to the delegation to 
councils for the regulation of traffic’.  
 
In summary: 
Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) has delegated certain aspects of the control of traffic on 
regional and local roads to Council. A condition of this delegation is that Council must refer all 
traffic related matters to the Traffic Advisory Committee prior to exercising its delegated 
functions. 
 
The four voting members on the Traffic Advisory Committee are: 

 Council’s representative (chair) 

 RMS representative 

 NSW Police representative for the Local Area Command containing the item. 

 State Member of Parliament representative for the electorate containing the item. 
 
The meeting does not need a specific quorum, however any advice can only be returned to the 
Council if the views of NSW Police and RMS have been obtained. 
 
The Traffic Advisory Committee  meeting operates as a closed meeting and attendance to the 
meeting is via invitation only. At times interested stakeholders may address items referred to 
the Traffic Committee where their information adds value and does not greatly increase the 
time spent by the Committee on progressing the item. Interested stakeholders always have the 
opportunity to attend the Council meeting when the minutes of the Traffic Advisory Committee 
are discussed / determined. 
 
All formal items referred to the Traffic Advisory Committee typically have been fully 
investigated, consulted (if needed) and proposed actions identified. 
 
Where the Council decides on an item contrary to the Traffic Advisory Committee 
recommendation, then Council must immediately advise RMS and NSW Police in writing of its 
decision. The RMS or NSW Police may then lodge an appeal within 14 days to the Regional 
Traffic Committee. 
 
The Council must not action any item under appeal until the matter has been determined by the 
Regional Traffic Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INDEX 
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1 Correspondence 

1.1 Kempsey Road Load Limit Request ............................... Error! Bookmark not defined.  
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Item: 1.1  Ref: AINT/2021/12871 

Title: Kempsey Road Load Limit Request  Container: ARC16/0168-6 

Responsible Officer Director Businesses and Services  

Author: Belinda Ackling, Personal Assistant      

Attachments: Nil      

 

1. Purpose 

To re-determine the maximum load limit for Kempsey Armidale Rd between chainage 23 
to the council boundary. Possibly lifting the limit from 15 tonne to 40 tonne. 

2. OFFICERS’ RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council maintain the current 15 tone load limit on the Kempsey Armidale Rd. 

 

 

3. Background 

Post storm event AGRN898 Kempsey Armidale Rd load limit was reduced to 4.3 tonne. A road 
stability assessment was undertaken and a report issued to council including actions to be 
undertaken that would enable the road load limit to be lifted to 12 tonne.  

These actions were implemented and subsequently the road load limit was able to be lifted to 
15 tonne. A resident has now asked for a 40 tonne load limit on a 6km stretch of the road so 
they can undertake their usual business in a more efficient way. 

 

4. Discussion  

In response to the requested load limit, the road condition remains unsuitable for a further 
increase in load limit. There are numerous down slope failures which have not yet been repaired 
and these would require geotechnical investigations to determine current carrying capacity. The 
risk of failure is obviously increased by the size and number of heavy vehicles using the road. 
Therefore it is not recommended to increase the load limit from 15 tonne to 40 tonne. 

5. Implications 

5.1. Strategic and Policy Implications 

E3.1 Partner with all levels of government to support the provision of essential infrastructure 
and improvements to Council assets for the benefit of the region.  

 

E4.1 Maintain safe and effective traffic facilities on the road network, through appropriate 
resourcing, including applying for a Special Rate Variation to maintain and renew roads and 
bridges to expected service levels.  

 

NSW Legislation Roads Act 1993 No 33- 115   Roads authority may regulate traffic in 
connection with road work. 
 
 
5.2. Risk  
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 Lifting the current load limit will potentially increase further pavement and slop instability 
and damage at a futher cost to Council outside current disaster rocover funding. 

 Raising the load limit without in-depth geotechnical assessment may lead to an unsafe 
situation for the public. There is potential for a downgrade in load limit should a detailed 
assessment be undertaken.  

 The Kempsey Road community are currently able maintain their current business 
requirements within the current limit. 

 Maintaining the load limit is in line with NSW Legislation Roads Act 1993 No 33- 
115   Roads authority may regulate traffic in connection with road work. 

 Maintaing safety for contractors, council staff and the public. 

 

5.3. Sustainability  

 The Kempsey Road is currently a financial burden on Council and resources, Council 
together with TFNSW are trying to repair the road to pre disaster condition, under 
disaster funding.  

 Increasing the load limit will potentially increase future pavement and slope failure 
extending the length of time for the current load limit and works required. 

 Maintaining the current load limit will help maintain the stability of the works beening 
undertaken creating effceinces in the long term. 

 Maintaining the current load limit will still allow residents to maintain their current 
business requirements albeit less efficiently for them but in the short term rather than 
potentially a much longer period of time.  

 

5.4. Financial  

 

No work will be undertaken so no budget is required. 

 

6. Consultation and Communication 

Council has maintained communication with the Community through the rebuild and 
stabilisation process via email, SMS and Councils website as well as a number of local area 
meeting.  

The Community have requested the load limit to be lifted as they see work progressing.  

Budget 
Area: 

Kempsey Rd disaster funding 

Funding 
Source: 

TfNSW 

Budget 
Ref: 
(PN) 

Description Approved 
Budget 

Actual Committed Proposed Total 
Forecast 
Expenditure 

Remaining 
Budget 

  0 0 0 0 0 0 
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The project manager from TfNSW has provided the advice that no change should occur to the 
load limit at this time to maintain slope stability. Should the committee seek to undertake load 
limit assessment at the current time then funds would need to be reallocated as part of the 
quarterly budget review process. The Traffic Committee would then need to consider the results 
of the assessment when reviewing the load limits.  

 

7. Conclusion 

For reasons associated with ongoing safety it is recommended that the load limit remain 
unchanged at 15 tonne.  
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

Held on 
 

Wednesday,  21 April 2021 
4.30pm 

 
at 
 

 
Board Room, Uniplan 

22 Myrtle Drive, Acacia Park Enterprises, 
Armidale 

 
PRESENT: Cr Andrew Murat (Chair),  Cr Peter Bailey, Cr Margaret O’Connor, Paul Packham, Dr Dr 
Dr Jim White, Bryn Griffiths, Anthony Fox, Bronwyn Pearson and Steve Mepham. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: Marissa Racomelara, Will Winter  (minutes), Darren Schaefer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M
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U
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1. APOLOGIES  
Cr Ian Tiley (Mayor) 
Mr James Roncon (GM) 
Ms Mahalath Halperin 
Mr Kevin Dupe 
Cr Peter Bailey 
 
Apologies Accepted: 

Moved: Cr Margaret O’Connor 
Seconded: Dr Jim White 

 
2. CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES - 
 

 CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 29 MARCH 2021 

 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the previous meeting minutes be taken as read and be accepted as a true record of the 
Meeting. 
 
Moved: Anthony Fox 
Seconded: Bryn Griffiths 
 
Accepted, noting Mahalath’s comments attached. 
 
   
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

None DECLARED 
 

4. BUSINESS ARISING 
 

Noted: Mahalath Halperin’s comments.  Committee agreed to attach these as an 
addendum to current minutes.  

 
5. ADMINISTRATION REPORTS   

None submitted. 
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6. General business 

 
a) Priority Areas of Focus – Goals and Objectives prior to Caretaker Mode 

i) Cr Murat (Chair) invited Committee members to nominate areas of high economic 
value to provide possible focus for deliberations and activities in the remaining term 
of the Current Council. 

ii) Discussion ensued, during which the following areas of economic development were 
nominated by the Committee: 

 
Economic Development 

(1) Water Security 
(2) Renewable Energy and electricity supply 
(3) Airside Business Park 
(4) Digital Economy, NBN  
(5) University of New England economic development collaboration 
(6) Growing regional clusters/value chains 
(7) Strategic Marketing  

 
Tourism 

(8) Increasing regional bed-stays and value of spend 
(9) Enhancing the night-time economy 
(10) University and education related tourism 

 
b) Economic Development Follow Up and Agreed Actions: 

(1) Cr O’Connor noted her membership and upcoming attendance at a JOC 
Renewable Energy Steering Committee, and offered to report back on findings 
of the first meeting scheduled 10th May  

(2) Ben Scott (via Chair) noted electricity volume and supply issues at Acacia Park 
Enterprises. Cr O’Connor offered to investigate further and report back to the 
next meeting.  Anthony Fox also offered to speak with Ben Scott about Acacia 
Park needs.   

(3)  Cr. Murat undertook to raise energy supply issues with fellow Councillors with a 
view to future advocacy with supply agencies and stakeholder groups. 

(4) Members noted opportunities for local businesses to take advantage of NE-REZ 
investments.  Discussion ensued around how to strategically align these 
investments in ways which strengthen regional economic value chains.  There 
was general consensus that this would be best achieved via relationship-based 
‘B2B’ contacts, and in collaboration with existing successful businesses in the 
Region.   

(5) Further discussion ensued around regional marketing and ‘value propositions’ 
for new and existing businesses vis: 
(a) NBN 
(b) Renewable Energy resources 
(c) Water resources 
(d) Skilled workforce. 

(6) Airside Business Park update was tabled for future discussion by the 
Committee. 

(7) The University of New England Smart Region Incubator was tabled for future 
discussion by the Committee.  Mr Bryn Griffith undertook to organise a 
presentation from Dr Lou Conway, Director of the UNE SRI at the next meeting. 
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(8) Recommendation: That prior to next meeting, the latest version of the 

Economic Development Strategy be Circularised for consideration by the 
Committee, and that this be put on the agenda for the next meeting. 
(a) Moved: Anthony Fox 
(b) Seconded: Cr Margaret O’Connor 
(c) Carried 

 
(9) Recommendation: That prior to the next meeting, that the latest version of 

Council’s water policy be also circularised and tabled for discussion 
(a) Moved: Anthony Fox 
(b) Seconded: Margaret O’Connor 
(c) Carried 

 
(10) Recommendation:  That, in recognition of concerns raised regarding the 

adequacy of electricity supply and distribution networks within the Armidale 
LGA, the Committee requests Armidale Regional Council to identify emerging 
supply-demand deficits  in the Region, with a view to informing stakeholder 
groups and effectively advocating for improvements where Council deems 
this necessary.  
(a) Moved: Dr Jim White 
(b) Seconded. Bryn Griffiths 
(c) Carried 

 
 

c) Tourism Development Follow Up and Agreed Actions: 
(1) The Armidale Night Economy was tabled by Cr O’Connor for future discussion 

by the Committee. 
(2) University related and educational tourism was tabled by Mr Bryn Griffiths 

for future discussion by the Committee. 
(3) Recommendation: That prior to the next meeting, the latest version of the 

DRAFT Tourism Strategy be Circularised for consideration by the Committee, 
and that this be placed on the agenda for discussion with technical officers at 
the next meeting. 
(a) Moved: Anthony Fox 
(b) Seconded: Margaret O’Connor 
(c) Carried 

 
7. Next Meeting 

a. Confirmed 10th May.  NOTE: This has since been deferred to 10th June at 5pm, 
Armidale Regional Council Function Room. 

 
 
8. Meeting Close 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 6.22pm.  
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